were carried out as previously described (5, 9, 15) at -18C. The :
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. : :'"-: Pre-treatment of theJB4 Sections with MM. To increase the labeling intensity, the thin sections mounted on nickel grids were incubated with an MM monomer in a hole slide at rt for 5 mm and were washed briefly first with distilled water and then with absolute ethanol.
Antibodies.
A monospecific rabbit polyclonal antibody directed against bovine desmosomal glycoprotein I (DGI), which is a transmembrane protein (12, 21, 24, 25, 28) , was used for assessment of labeling intensity. The method of production of the antibody has been described elsewhere (7) . 
Results

and Discussion
All the thin sections obtained from the bovine snout epidermis 
